
Paralysis Tick 

Visiting our corner of East Gippsland and need to know more 
about tick paralysis and your pets? 

Here in Orbost, we are lucky to live in a beautiful part of East 
Gippsland, close to the mountains and the sea. However we 
share this slice of heaven with a potentially deadly parasite, the 
paralysis tick. 

The paralysis tick releases a toxin into the blood stream causing paralysis of your pet's muscles. 
Called tick paralysis, it is a potentially fatal toxicity – affected animals require urgent veterinary 
attention. 

 

Common signs of tick paralysis: 

 Wobbly gait, unable to walk a straight line (if your 
pooch looks like he nipped down to the pub while 
you weren't looking - ring us straight away!) 

 Unable to stand 
 Laboured breathing (panting heavier than normal, a 

grunt or clicking sound when breathing) 
 Less commonly - vomiting, diarrhoea, not interested in food, change in voice 

 

It is important to be familiar with the signs of tick paralysis, as early veterinary 
intervention is important. If you notice any of the signs while in our area, or 
shortly after visiting us, please contact a vet immediately.  

Snowy River Vet Clinic has a vet on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year - ring 5154 2387 if you need to speak to a vet. 

 

Paralysis tick and flea prevention confusing you?  

We understand how confusing the world of pet parasite control is - 
and no single product covers 100% of the parasites we are trying to 
prevent: 

 Paralysis ticks 
 Fleas 
 Gut worms (tapeworm, roundworm, hookworm, whipworm) 
 Heartworm 

While travelling or living in East Gippsland, especially Cape Conran, Marlo or other beautiful 
coastal locations, we strongly recommend using one of the following products, starting at least 3 
days prior to arriving here: 

  



Dogs 

Product Paralysis Tick Fleas Form Appropriate for 
swimmers? 

Nexgard 1 month 1 month Tablet No 

Bravecto 4 months 1 month Tablet No 

Frontline Plus 2 weeks 4 weeks Spot on Stay dry for 48 
hours after 
application 

Advantix 2 weeks 4 weeks Spot on 

Preventic tick 
collar 

2 months - Collar No 

Kiltix Tick Collar 6 weeks 5 months Collar No 

For dogs with thick coats, or who swim a lot, Snowy River Vet Clinic recommends using a tablet 
form of protection 

 

Cats 

Product Paralysis Tick Fleas Form 

Frontline Pump 
Spray 

3 weeks 8 weeks Pump spray (need to evenly spray 
your cat’s coat) 

Frontline Plus 
Medium Dog* 

3 weeks 4 weeks Spot on 

*Frontline Plus Medium Dog is not registered for use in cats – which means research trials have 
not been undertaken to test its efficacy and safety for use in cats as a tick preventive. However, 
Snowy River Vet Clinic recommends its use based on recommendations from feline specialist 
veterinarians, the safety margins of the active ingredient and the difficulties of applying a pump 
spray to cats on a regular basis 

 

We are here to help you find the best protection for your individual pet - please contact us 
on 5154 2387 to ensure your treasured friend is fully protected! 

 


